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2.24 AGREEMENT ON MEASURES TO REDUCE THE 
RISK OF OUTBREAK OF NUCLEAR WAR BE 
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
AND THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST RE 

>) ,‘* PUBLICS.. Done at Washington, Sept. 39, 1971. 
Entered into force, Sept. 30, 1971. 22 U.&T. 1596, 
T.I.A.S. No. 7186, 807 U.N.T.S. 57, reprinted in 10 
I.L.M. 1173 (1971) 

Artrck 1 Each Party undertakes to maintain and to improve, as it deems 
necessary, ita existmg organizational and technical arrangements to guard against 
the accidental or unauthorized use of nuclear weapons under its control 

Artrck 2. The Parties undertake to notify each other immediately in the event 
of an accidental, unauthorized or any other unexplamed incident mvolvmg a possible 
detonation of a nuclear weapon which could create a risk of outbreak of nuclear war 
In the event of such an incident, the Party whose nuclear weapon is mvolved ~111 
immediately make every effort to take necessary measures to render harmless or 
destroy such weapon without its causing damage 

Arttck 3 The Parties undertake to notify each other immediately in the event 
of detection hy missile warning systems of unidentified ObJects, or in the event of 
signs of mterference with these systems or with related commumcations facilities, if 
such occurrences could create a risk of outbreak of nuclear war between the two 
countries. 

Article 4. Each Party undertakes to notify the other Party in advance of any 
planned missile launches if such launches will extend beyond &I national terntory in 
the direction of the other Party 

At-tick 6 Each Party, in other situations involving unexplained nuclear mci- 
dents, undertakes to act in such a manner as to reduce the possibility of ita actions 
being misinterpreted by the other Party. In any such situation, each Party may 
mform the other Party or request information when, in its view, this is warranted by 
the interests of averting the risk of outbreak of nuclear war. 

Article 6. For transmission of urgent information, notifications and requests for 
information in situations requning prompt clarification, the Parties shall make 
primary use of the Direct Communications Link between the Governments of the 
United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

For transmission of other information, notifications and request for information, 
the Parties. at their own discretion, may use any communications facditiea, includmg 
diplomatic channels, depending on the degree of urgency. 

At-tick 7. The Parties undertake to hold consultationa, as mutually agreed, to 
consider questions relating to implementation of the provisions of this Agreement, as 
well as to discuss possible amendmenta thereto aimed at further implementation of 
the purposes of this Agreement 

Article 8 This Agreement shall be of unlimited duration. 
I . . 

a. This Agreement LB one of the four agree- &o SSSIC Documents 2 25, 2 27 and 2 28. m- 
me& known collectwely 88 “SALT I” See fro 
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AGREEMENT ON MEASURES TO REDUCE THE RISK OF OUTBREAK OF NUCLEAR 
WAR BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNION OF SOVIET 

SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 

The very existence of nuclex-weapon systems. even under the most sophistxated command-and-control 
procedures. obvrously IS a source of constant concern Despite the most elaborate precautions, It is 
conceivable that techn~cul mJfunctlon or human failure. a misinterpreted incident or unauthorized 
actlon. could trlgyer a nuclear disaster or nuclear war In the course of the Strategic Arms Limitation 
Talks (SALT). the United States and the Soviet Umon reached two agreements that mamfest Increasing 
recoymtlon of the need to reduce such risks. and that complement the central goal of the negotiations 

In early sessions. dlscus~ions pamllrl to the maln SALT negouauons showed a degree of mutual concern 
regarclmg the problem ofxc~dental war that Indicated encouragmg prospects of accord These 
prellmtnary explorations resulted In the establishment of two special working groups under the dIrectIon 
of the two SALT delegations One group focused on arrang!ments for exchanging mforrnation to reduce 
uncertamtles and prevent misunderstandmgs m the event ot a nuclear incident The other addressed a 
related topx -- ways to Improve the direct commumcatlons III-AC between Washington and Moscow. By 
the summer of 197 1. maJor substantive issues had been resolved. and draft mtematlonal agreements 
were referred by the S,\LT delegations to their governments Both agreements were sIgned m 
Washmgton on September >0. I97 I. and came Into force on that date 

The Agreement on Wasures To Reduce the Risk of Outbreak of Nuclear War between the United States 
of Amer~a and the Union ot’Sovxt Saclallst Republics covers three mam areas 

-- A pledge by each party to take measures each considers necessary to mamtam and Improve Its 
orgamzatlonal and technIcal safeguards against accidental or unauthorized use of nuclear weapons; 

-- Arrangements for immediate notlficatlon should a risk of nuclear war arIse from such incidents. from 
detection of unidentified obJects on early warning systems, or from any accidental. unauthorized, or 
other unexplained incident Involving a possible detonation of a nuclear weapon; and 

-- Advance notiticatlon of any planned misslIe launches beyond the territory of the launchmg party and 
m the dlrectlon of the other party 

The agreement provides that for urgent commumcatlon “In situations requiring prompt clarification” the 
“Hot Lme” will be used The duration of the agreement 1s not Imuted. and the parties undertake to 
consult on questions that may arise and to discuss possible amendments aimed at further reduction of 
risks. 

. 

AGREEMENT ON MEASURES TO REDUCE THE RISK OF OUTBREAK OF NUCLEAR 
WAR BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNION OF SOVIET 

SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 

Signed ut Wushqton Sepremher 30. 1971 
Entered Into force Seprember 30. 1971 

The Umted States of America and the Umon of Soviet Socialist Republics, heremafter referred to as the 
PartIes 

Taking into account the devastatmg consequences that nuclear war would have for all mankind, and 
recogruzmg the need to esert every effort to avert the risk of outbreak of such a war, including measures 
to guard agamst accidental or unauthorized use of nuclear weapons, 

Believing that agreement on measures for reducing the risk of outbreak of nuclear war serves the 
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mterests of strengthenmg mternattonal peace and security, and is m no way contrary to the interests of 
any other country, 

Bearmg In mend that continued etforts are also needed m the future to seek ways of reducmg the risk of 
outbreak of nuclear war. 

Have agreed as follows 

.4rticle 1 

Each Party undertakes to m~nntam and to Improve. as It deems necessary. Its extstmg organtzattonal and 
techntcal arrangements to guard against the accrdental or unauthortzed use of nuclear weapons under its 
control 

Article 2 

The Parttes undcrtakc to nut~fy each other tmmedtately m the event ofan accidental. unauthorized or any 
other unevplatned mcnlent tnvolvrng a posstble detonation of a nuclear weapon whtch could create a rusk 
of outbreak of nuclear war In the event of such an tncrdent. the Party whose nuclear weapon IS mvolved 
WIII tmmedtately mahe every ettort to tahe necessary measures to render harmless or destroy such 
weapon without Its caustng damage 

Article 3 

The Parttes undrrtahe to nottfy each other tmmedtately tn the event of detectton by missile wammg 
systems ofumdent~tied obJects. or In the event of signs of Interference wtth these systems or wtth related 
commumcattons factltttrs. ~fsuch occurrences could create a rusk ofoutbreak of nuclear war between the 
Iwo countries 

Article -I 

Each Party undertakes to nottty the other Party tn advance of any planned mrsstle launches rf such 
launches WIII extend beyond Its nattonal temtory m the dtrection of the other Party. 

Article 5 

Each Party, m other sttuatlons mvolving unesplamed nuclear mctdents, undertakes to act in sucha 
manner as to reduce the posstbthty of Its acttons being mismterpreted by the other Party. In any such 
sttuatron, each Party may Inform the other Party or request informatton when in its vtew,thts is 
warranted by the interests of avertmg the rusk of outbreak of nuclear war. 

Article 6 

For trarsmtsston of urgent tnformatton. nottficattons and requests for information In situations requtrmg 
prompt clarificatton. the Pames shall make prtmary use of the Direct Communications Link between the 
Governments of the Umted States of Amertca and the Union of Soviet Soctaltst Republics 

For transmissron of other mformatton, notificatron and requests for mfot-matron, the Pruttes, at their own 
drscretton. may use any communicattons facilities, includmg diplomattc channels, depending on the 
degree of urgency 

.4rticle 7 

The Parties undertake to hold consultattons. as mutually agreed, to consider questions relating to 
tmplementatton ofthe provtstons of this Agreement, as well as to discuss posstble amendments thereto 
aimed at further lmplementatron of the purposes of thts Agreement 

Article 8 
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This Agreement shall be ofunl~m~ted duration 

Article 9 

This Agreement shall enter into force upon signature. 

DONE at Washmyton on September 30. 197 I. m two copies, each m the Enghsh and Russian 
languages. both texts being equally authentic 

FOR THE WITED STATES OF A>lERICA: 
WILLI.I.bl I’ ROGER.5’ 

FOR THE UlVlON OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS: 
4 GROiW’KO 
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